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Ceredigion Association of Welsh Independent Churches

Revd Gareth Ioan has prepared an useful document on arranging insurance for your church to share with you.


Notes on Insurance for Churches

WARNING

These notes are intended as general guidance only. They are provided to encourage officers and trustees to undertake further research relevant to their own individual circumstances. To obtain sound advice, officers and trustees must examine their individual policies in detail and seek professional advice from recognized insurance companies or specialists.


General Advice
· Examine your policy (or policies) carefully, including the small print.
· Note which aspects are included within the policy and which aspects are excluded.
· Ensure your insurance policy is up to date in terms of coverage, scope, and the value of the insured assets.
· Insurance policies should be reviewed regularly.
· Note that many insurance companies offer policies specifically tailored for churches.


Key Aspects
In addition to insuring the buildings, the following are considered key aspects for an insurance policy:
· Public liability
· Employers’ liability
· Liability for trustees, officers, and managers
· Personal accident insurance for staff, workers, or volunteers
Buildings
There are a number of aspects of a building insurance policy that need careful consideration: 
· In addition to the chapel itself, do you have insurance for any other buildings – manse, chapel house, vestry, schoolroom, toilets, and various outbuildings?
· Are the building(s) adequately insured for their value, should restoration or rebuilding be required after damage? If not, the company may only be willing to pay a percentage of the building’s value.
· Are there any restrictions on the insurance regarding periods of non-use or requirements for supervision or maintenance? Some aspects of your insurance may be invalid when the building is empty for a long period or if regular inspections are not recorded.
· There may be requirements regarding building temperature (to protect against frost), isolating the water supply in cold weather, servicing heating systems, or carrying out and recording regular maintenance surveys.
· What about the contents of the building(s)? Are they adequately insured?
· If you have a significant organ or notable stained-glass windows, what is the insurance situation for these? Is technical equipment or audiovisual gear listed?
· If tenants live in your manse or chapel house, does the policy cover landlord obligations?
· Are important documents stored in the buildings kept in a fire-resistant safe?
Graveyards
If the church is responsible for a graveyard consideration should be given to the following:
Does the graveyard fall within the scope of your insurance – whether it is within the chapel grounds or on a separate plot?
What about any buildings in the graveyard?
What about lawnmowers or maintenance equipment?
Does the public liability or personal accident policy cover incidents in the graveyard?
Is specific insurance needed for significant, notable, or historic memorial stones?
Other General Aspects
In addition to the above, various policies may offer combinations of other aspects such as:
Legal costs
Insurance for pastoral care
Insurance against fraud by staff or officers (fidelity)
Loss of income
Loss of cash (e.g., collections)
Insurance for working from home
Unusual or exceptional maintenance
Special events
Product liability
Vehicles
Individual insurance companies may offer any combination of the above aspects, along with others which are not listed. Again, read the policy carefully and ensure you receive advice from experts in the field.
Neither the Ceredigion Association of Welsh Independent Churches nor the Union of Welsh Independents claim to be insurance experts, but you are welcome to contact the Union’s Charity and Property Officer at Tŷ John Penri for general advice and guidance.
Rev. Gareth Ioan
Secretary
Ceredigion Association of Independent Churches 
October 2025
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